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causing social convenience to be put for 
personal religious conviction. Thus chil- 
dren may grow up in a religious atmosphere 
that is not genuinely interested in the fontal 
sources of religion and the tendency will be 
to think of the church as less important, if 
indeed as not at all essential. 

The question, then, is where, not when. 
Let loyalty to the church begin in the home. 
Let it include the Bible school and its educa- 
tional work. Let parents co-operate with 
the pastor when he seeks to bring children 
into the church. "And once within, they 



should find spiritual hovering; bending 
forms with benediction, kind words, genial 
faces, everyday saints showing them the 
noble, glad, and holy way to live. If we 
have this, this initial, early flow of parental, 
God-inspired influence in example, conver- 
sation, and instruction, added to all the 
pedagogic methods which we now possess, 
beginning with the cradle roll and ending 
with the adult Bible class, we shall find 
ourselves far and away beyond the perplex- 
ing situation indicated by the question at 
the head of this article." 
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A Missionary Opportunity for 
Students 

Under the above title in the August 
Missionary Review of the World, George W. 
Hollister calls attention to the need for 
Christian social reformers in the non- 
Christian world. If it be asked, What has 
Christianity to do with social evils in a non- 
Christian country? the answer is that the 
social life of a people is the result of the 
religion of the masses, and as the great 
"world religions" have not only failed to 
produce any great measure of practical 
morality but have even, at least in some 
cases, fostered immorality, there are social 
evils in those lands today which are threat- 
ening the individual life, the home life, and 
the mass life of the nations and which 
Christianity has shown itself able to remedy. 
For "it gives the individual power to subdue 
passion. It outlaws intemperance and 
impurity. It has made of the home one of 
the most sacred institutions the world has 
ever known. It honors marriage and makes 
the marriage vow sacred Education 



follows in its footsteps. Ignorance and 
falsehood vanish before its light." 

Now since Christianity has been able to 
adapt itself so wonderfully to the changing 
social needs of a great people in this country, 
it can in the same way meet the social evils 
of the non-Christian world due to modern 
civilization. Since, moreover, college gradu- 
ates are men and women of intellectual and 
moral strength and of great character, they 
are best fitted to satisfy the claims for a 
broad and strong type of Christianity. 

There are, again, several forces which 
emphasize this call of the non-Christian 
world to the educated young people of this 
country. Among these is humanity's de- 
mand for the blotting out of these evils. 
The world has become knit together in this 
generation and there is today a society of 
nations. Each nation tends either to 
elevate the others or drag them down. 
This makes it necessary for Christianity to 
meet the social evils on the foreign field. 
The impelling power of our American Chris- 
tianity is also a force urging the educated to 
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answer this call. The challenge of the 
foreign field is necessary to the ideal of 
Christianity and we are not true to that ideal 
until we answer the challenge. 

Missionary Education Conference 

The conference of the Missionary Educa- 
tion Movement, held recently near Black 
Mountain, N.C., was a gratifying success in 
the emphasis put upon mission institutes, 
study classes, and conferences. Practically 
all the delegates to the conference were in 
attendance at all the sessions, and the oppor- 
tunities for study in the dozen mission-study 
classes, normal class, and other educational 
gatherings of the conference were eagerly 
seized upon by the attending workers. 

This the Foreign Mission Journal, in its 
August issue, mentions as indicative of the 
promise of large results for good to the cause 
of missions in the future, noting also the 
necessity of an assistant to the Educational 
Secretary in the conduct of the Educational 
Department and emphasizing as a most 
encouraging mission-study note the appoint- 
ment of an unusually able young man to this 
assistantship. Such educational emphasis 
in missions and mission study is cause for 
rejoicing, since it is but the precursor of an 
advance step in the practical work of 
missions on the foreign field. 

Missionary Education and Character 
Building in Home and Church 

Under the above title, in the Hartford 
Seminary Record for July, Harry Wade 
Hicks notes in passing the significant change 
in the general attitude and disposition of the 
church toward the missionary enterprise, 
and then goes on to point out that there is 
not only an unfinished task in the mission 
fields of the world, but also an equal task 
among professing Christians of bringing 
their wills under the domination of the mis- 
sionary purpose until all shall have and 
cherish the world-wide horizon of faithful 
service. 



The chief reasons for this state of affairs 
may perhaps be an indifference to the 
authority of Christianity as a religion with a 
universal message, and ignorance of the 
affairs of the Kingdom. This being the case, 
the purpose of missionary education must be 
to bring up a generation of Christians who 
believe in the teachings of Jesus enough to 
want to make of the church, not a field to be 
cultivated, but an active power in the world- 
wide establishment of righteousness. Such 
an educational effort must therefore be a 
long sustained siege, not a spasmodic cam- 
paign. It will of necessity deal with all 
types of missions, both home and foreign, 
and will seek to interest and put to work all 
the forces and every agency of the local 
congregation. 

This sort of missionary education will be 
a character-building force and will result in 
the disappearance of race hatred and the 
development of the spirit of universal sym- 
pathy. It will magnify the heroic element 
in life, bring to the local community the 
evangelizing effect of missionary knowledge, 
and finally prove the greatest blessing to the 
various denominations themselves in bring- 
ing them together in genuine co-operation 
for the accomplishment of a common task 
too large for any single body. 

China's Appeal 

Under the above title an editorial in the 
July East and West comments on the recent 
thrilling appeal from the Chinese govern- 
ment to the Christians of China for their 
prayers, and finds a parallel in the action 
of Constantine and Licinius sixteen hundred 
years ago. The Edict of Milan put an end 
to the state persecutions of Christians, 
concluding with these words: "So shall 
the divine care for ourselves, of which we 
have already had experience in many ways, 
continue securely for all time to come." 
And now the Chinese government appeals 
to its Christian subjects for prayer to God 
on behalf of their government and country. 
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In both instances the change in the 
attitude of those in authority makes a 
crisis in the spread of the Christian faith. 
In both cases political and religious motives 
seem to be present and some even fear that 
this second movement, like the first of long 
ago, may, by the nominal spread of Chris- 
tianity, usher in another Dark Ages, to 
recover from which may be a long process 



like the emergence of Europe from the first 
Dark Ages. 

The immediate effect of the appeal will 
probably be the cessation of the opposition 
to Christianity from the literary classes, 
and this will surely mean the bringing of 
increased obligation upon the Christian 
church to preach and teach Jesus Christ. 
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The Child and the Bible 

Under this title, the Rev. J. C. Hardwick 
has a paper on religious education in the 
June number of the Modern Churchman, 
which, while written in view of English con- 
ditions, has application to other countries. 
What makes the consideration of religious 
education of such moment today, he says, is 
a recognition of its failure — a realization that 
our methods have been sadly defective. 
One main result is the widespread indiffer- 
ence to all forms of organized religion. 
Every normal child is gifted with moral and 
spiritual faculties which are in him when he 
enters school; and if they are not in evidence 
when the child comes out of school, they 
have simply been starved or crushed. The 
system is wrong, not the child. 

There is very little fault to find with the 
syllabus of work done by the younger 
children. They cannot generalize; they 
are interested in the concrete and personal; 
and so they are taught the stories of the Old 
and New Testament characters. Thus far, 
the religious educational process is very 
good. 

But as the child grows older and his 
mind expands, he does not find the same 
scope for his powers in his Scripture lesson 
as in his other lessons. There has now taken 
place a considerable development of the 
mental powers and a widening of the general 
outlook upon life. The child has gained 
much new knowledge and is in process of 
gaining more. His reasoning powers have 



developed and he is more critical. He can 
distinguish between history and legend, or at 
least he has his ideas as to what is likely to 
have happened and what is not. He will 
not so readily accept our explanations. His 
intellectual conscience is beginning to be 
born. His moral sense is at the same time 
developing. He is capable of generalizing 
for himself and of forming judgments of 
value. Under present conditions is there 
scope for these manifold nascent powers in 
the Scripture lesson? Young persons are 
too often suffered to walk in the dreary 
paths of repetition, instead of being led into 
new regions where their powers will have full 
scope. In the conventional Scripture lesson, 
we find repression of inquiry, formality, and 
dogmatism. 

It is very important that the child should 
have no reasonable cause to suspect that his 
Bible lesson is approached in any different 
attitude of mind from that of any other 
lesson. He should come to it expecting to 
make serious use of his faculties for the 
attainment of truth, and with the same 
alertness of mind, the same readiness to 
think and reason, as are expected of him in 
other lessons. If he sees his teacher alert, 
prompt, and interested when he is dealing 
with the reign of Queen Elizabeth, but care- 
less and listless in discussing the reign of 
King Herod, he is quick to attune his own 
mind accordingly. He assesses the subject 
at his teacher's valuation. 

It is easy to suggest a few lines of study 



